\ «SECRET 
‘ . Approved Forelease. 2001/44/23 Feia¢RBP80T00294A0003001 10006-4 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE TELEGRAM MFG. 1.72 


= CABLE SECRETARIAT DISSEM Bea / FO PER #*) a TOTAL COPIES _ Ds REPRO BY Lov mics 
Five ef 
ME Nou 3 por Dpst closilas nlEmsac Dione. a me cdEUR ds Nees 


tO (sher7] A 7 Ss? 
NNNNVV S~£TA-465L AN25 7 
RR RUEALIB 
ZNR UUUUU Z0C STATE ZZH 
ESAS 13AA B235 7 
RR RUEHIA RUEHC i : 
DE RUESH. #1266 2291448 | f 57949 
ZNR UUUUU ZZH 7 . 
R 161437 AUG 72 PS 
FM AMEMBASSY HELSINKI Oy 
TO RUEHIA/USIA WASHDC 945 
INFO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC 4812 
H 
; UNCLAS HELSINKI 1266 


4 


PASS LOP/ @ 
FINNISH EDIT RIAL REACTION TO SALT II 


FINNISH PAPERS HAVE REACTED GENER ALL Y WITH UNDER STAND ING 
_TOTHE AUGUST 14 ANNOUNCEMENT ON NEW LOCATION FOR SALT II. 


INDEPENDENT HELSINGIN SANOMAT ¢ "REASONS FOR WHICH THE 
SALT TALKS ARE SHIFTED FRO HELSINKI AND VIENNA TO GENEVA ARE 
: CREDIELE. WITH THE GOING OF SALT, FINLAND AND AUSTRIA WILL 
LOSE THE PCLITICAL ADVANTAGE RELATED TO SERVING AS HOSTS FOR 
SUPER POWERS. THERE ARE NO IND ICAT IONS, THOUGH, THAT SUSPICION 

O THEIR NEUTRALITY WOULD LIE IN THE BACKCROUND. FINLAND CAN 
(NLY SAY ABOUT THE FIRST PHASE OF SALT TALKS THAT IT WAS NICE 
AS LONG AS IT LASTED." 


CONSERVATIVE UUSI SUI: “DEPARTURE OF EXCITING SALT 

NEGOT IAT(RS SHOUD NOT BE SEEN AS A HUMILIATION. WE CAN 
ACKNOWLEDGE THEIR FACT UAL REASONS FOR A SHIFT OF NEGOTIATING 
SITE AND SAY A SLIGHTLY NOSTALGIC GOW BYE." 


INDEPENDENT ETELA SUOMEN SANOMAT: " IT IS NATIRALLY 
REGRETTABE F(R FINLAND TO LOSE THE SALT TALKS. YET WE SHOUD 
- REMEMBER THAT THE FIRST PHASE WAS CONCLWWED IN OUR CAPITAL 
CITY, IT IS ALSO UNDERSTANDABLE THAT ONE NEST IS NECESSARY 
FOR SALT." 


INDEPENDENT TURUN SANQMAT: “ASSURANCES OF SATISFACTION BY 
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THE NEGOTIATING PARTIES MAY SERVE TO COMPENSATE DISAPPOINTMENT 
FELT BY CERTAIN QUARTERS FOR THE CHANGE OF CONFERENCE SITE.” 


CQUUUNE T KAN AN SYEL ST eoR aN AVERAGE FINN IT MAKES 
NO DIFFERENCE WHETHER THESE NEGOT IATIONS--IMPORTANT AS THEY 
ARE--ARE HELD IN HELSINKI, HUMPPILA CR GENEVA AS LONG AS AN 
ACREEMENT IS REACHED." 


EXTEME LEFTIST PAIVAN SANOMAT: "THE MAIN THING IS 

NOT THE SITE BUT KEEPING THE NEGOTIATIONS GOING AND GETTING 
RESULTS, ALTHOUGH SALT “S DEPART LURE CAN BE REGARDED AS A LOSS 
TO OUR COUNTRY.” 


(NE NOTABLE EXCEPTION IS REACTION OF FINLAND ’°S SECOND 

LAR GEST NEWSPAPER, CONSERVATIVE AAMUWLEHT I: “ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE 
TRANSFER OF SALT II TO GENEVA WAS SURPRISING, UNPLEASANT 

AND EVEN QMINOUS AT FIRST SIGHT. IN SPITE OF THE ASSURANCES 

O OUR FCREIGN MINISTRY CIN NO CASE WILL THERE BE ANY HARD 
FEELING), THE REASONS FOR GIVING UP HELSINKI DO NOT SEEM 
SUFFICIENT. WHY THE TRANSFER? AS FAR AS OFFICIAL FINAN IS 
CONCERNED, THERE IS PROBAH. Y NOT MUCH ROOMY FCR IMPROVEMENT ON 
SALT. OUG FCREIG MINISTRY HAS WON PUBLIC RECOGNITION FQ ITS 
ARRANGEMENTS. NEITHER IS IT LIKELY THAT OUR BOLDISH MOVES IN THE 
GERMAN ISSUE ARE PART OF THE SETUP. THE WORST TENDENCY BEHIND 
THE QUEST ION-MARK WOULD BE A SYMPION OF A FLAW IN THE 
RECOGIZABILITY OF OUR POSITION OF NEUTRALITY QR OF A 

THREAT TO OUR CHANCES OF HOSTING THE SECURITY CONFERENCE, SO 
PAINSTAKIN@Y CONSTRUED BY THE FRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC. IF 
THIS BECQWES A FACT, CERTAIN MOTIVES NEED NOT BE SOUGHT VERY 
FAR. UNERIDLED AND OUTRAGEOUS INTERFERENCE--WHICH CONTINUES 
FROM DAY TO DAY=-- IN THE INTERANAL AFFAIRS OF ONE OF THE SALT 
PARTIES, ESPECIALLY BY RADIO/TV, THE OFFICIAL GOVER MENT ORGAN, 
IS ONE OF THE FACT ORS WHICH WILL NOT IMPROVE THE IMAGE OF OLR 
NEUTRALITY ABROAD. THIS HAS ALREADY ONCE RESUWTED IN A PUBLIC 
DEPL OMATIC REACTION; GOOD FORBID THAT THE TIME HAS COME TO 
HARVEST WHAT HAS BEEN SOWN.” ST IER 
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